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EQUATORIAL GUINEA Africa will also supply troops that will be responsible for 
protecting the material and the experts involved in the 

South Africa Plans To Construct Satellite Project. 
Tracking Station ‘he contract also provides for extending and revamping 


55000006 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] In order to improve telecommunications between 
South Africa aad Europe, racist South Africa has signed 
a contract with Equatorial Guinea for the construction of 
a satellite tracking station in that country. This was 
revealed in Bonn by a representative of the FRG's Hans 
Seidel Stiftung International Institute. 


Under the terms of this contract, all material and engi- 
neering support will be provided by South Africa. South 


Malabo Airport, which will also be used by South Afrn- 
ca’s fleet of civilian aircraft. This contract between South 
Africa and Equatorial Guinea had been kept secret until 
this disclosure by the Hans Seidel Stiftung Institute, an 
organization <hat is believed to be close to Franz-Josef 
Strauss, an ultraconservative FRG official who recently 
visited South Africa. 

Siemens Enterprises will provide all precision telecom- 
munications material through a Johannesburg branch. 
Recently, South Africa admitted being involved with this 
African country in what it termed an agricultural project. 
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Northern Telecom Electronics Research Center 


Opened 
55200026 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
6 Feb 88 p F7 


[Article by Doug Kelly, CITIZEN staff writer] 


[Text] Northern Telecom Electronics Lid. has opened a 
$105-million research and production centre in Nepean 
that will soon begin production of some of the smalles: 
microchips ever made. 


Known as the Advanced Semiconductor Technology 
Centre, the Corkstown Road facility includes a produc- 
tion room that is the cleanest dust-free environment in 
Canada 


Such an environment is required because miniaturized 
circuits in a microchip are so small they can be destroyed 
during production by dust particles. 


The microchips will be produced exclusively for Nortel 
products including telephones, voice and data terminals 
and telephone switching systems. 


The centre's opening will create about 100 new jobs. 


On top of the $105 million for construction and equip- 
ment, Nortel plans to spend $205 million by 1990 for 
research and operating expenses for the centre, which is 
one of only a few of its calibre in the world. 


The massive expenditure is needed to “enhance North- 
ern Telecom's leadership role in the international mar- 
ketplace,” said A. Graham Sadler, president of Nortel 
Electronics, a wholly owned subsidiary of Northern 
Telecom Lid. 


The microchips to be developed will have circuit path- 
ways and clements of 1.2 microns wide (that's about 60 
times thinner than a human hair.) 


By 1990, Nortel expects to have the pathway and cle- 
ment size down to a half micron, which is barely larger 
than some viruses. 


The smaller microchips, esch containing severa) hun- 
dred thousand and eventually millons of transistors, will 
allow Nortel to increase the processing power and intel- 
ligence of its products, while reducing their size and 


power requirements. 


The in-house capability to manufacture microchips, 
rather than buy them, is vital to Nortel for a number of 
reasons, and Geoff Shrank, vice-president of technology 
anc business development. 


For example, he said the detailed knowledge of telecom. 
munications that 1s needed to design microchips for 
some of their products is often not available to the 
semiconductor industry. 


CANADA 2 


As well, he said, in-house production allows Nortel to 
better control the timing of new products. 


Although the two-storey facility was completed in | 986, 
it has taken 18 months to ready « for production. 


The ventilation system, capabie of changing the air in the 
2,000-square-metre production room every cight sec- 
onds, removes virtually all pollens, molds, plant spores 
and bacteria. 


The air enters the room through the ceiling and icaves 
through perforations in the floor. 


All employees are decked out from head to toe in white 


gortex suits, which include a portable battery-powered 
system for filtering exhaled air strapped to the hip. 


Smokers are not hired to work in production room 
because they breathe out detectable amounts of smoke 
particies «ven if several hours have pessed since they iast 
lit up. 


Regular paper is prohibited because 1 sheds too many 
particles. Instead, 9 plastic coated paper 15 used 


Special peas containing a low sodium ink are also used. 


The centre even has its own laundry facility to ensure 


that the suits are as clean as possible Special detergent 
and ultra-pure de-sonized water 1s required. 


The end result «s that the air in the room is 19,000 times 
cleaner than the air in a typical office building. 


109599 


Broadcastevs Criticize Admission of New US. 
Cable Chaonels 

55200024 Jntawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
21 Jan 88 p AS 


[Text] The . anadian Associatxm of Broadcasters has 
bypassed ‘he federal cabine* an. i complained directly to 
the federal broadcast regulator zbout new specialty chan- 
nels scensed for cable television. 


The ivade association representing about 60 TV stations 
and networks says the Canadian Radio Trievision and 
Telecommunications Comnssion erred 1 allowing five 
new American siations on the pay-TV service 


ft sent a letter Wednesday to commission chairman 
Andre Bureau pointing oul what it szys is potential 
G. mage to Canadian broedcasters from permitting cable 
companies to add the extra U.S. channels 


A copy of the letter was sent to Communications Minis- 
ter Flora MacDonaid, said Bill Roberts, an association 
vice-president. 
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Cabinet has received a number of complaints about the 
Nov. 30 licensing decisions, notably from Allarcom Lid. 
of Edmonton which wants the government to rescind the 
decision granting the CBC the licence for an all-news 
channel. 


Cabinet, which can set aside CRTC rulings, is expected 
to announce its Gecision Jan. 29. 


Roberts said the broadcasters’ association decided not to 
deal “with the political process or with the minister. We 
are dealing directly with the CRTC and underscoring our 
belicf_.that when it comes to policy correction, recon- 
sideration, the holding of public hrarings—these are 
normally at the discretion of the commission.” 


The broadcasters complaint mirrors a protest filec to 
cabinet by the Canadian Film and Television Associa- 
ton. They said adding mew American channels could 
climinate separate markets now available to television. 
program and film producers to sel! their wares. 


The American stations, for exampic, would be less likely 
to buy Canadian programs if they compete directly on a 
Canadian cable service where thoce shows are already 
available 


CANADA 


The U.S. stations were added to the lisi of cligibic 
channels for cable companies to pick up because of a gap 
left with the shifting of MuchMusic and The Sports 
Network to basic cable. 


On Wednesday, Allarcom sari French-speaking Canadi- 
ans will be short-changed if the decision to give the CBC 
a bcence for an all-news cable television service is 
confirmed. 


Allarcom said the CBC proposal will force francophone 
cable subscrners to subsidize an news net- 
work and is contrary to the Broadcasting Act, the Official 
Languages Act and the Constitution. 


The company’s letter to cabinet also castigated the CBC 
for saying the Crown corporation's extensive facilities 
make it the only organization capsbie of offering a 
quality all-news service. 


“If this argument were to be accepted, i would mean 
that new private business could never be started in 
Canada whenever a Cro: n Corporation decides on ‘ts 
own that it wants to be involved in the same line of 
commercial activity,” the letter said. 


106662 
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HONG KONG 


H Telecom To Invest in Infrastructure, 
—~y 


553400029a Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 2 Feb 88 p I 


[Article by Divina Yumol] 


[Text] Hongkong Telecommunications will invest more 
than $30 billion by the end of the century to expand 
Hongkong's domestic and international telecommunica- 
tions infrastructure and services. 


The territory's largest publicly listed company—formed 
by the merger of Cable and Wireless pic subsidiaries, 
Hongkong Telephone and Cable and Wireless (Hong- 
kong)—started trading yesterday and performed well 
despite the stock market's 2.13 per cent dip overall. 


Hongkong Telephone closed at $15.50 when it last 
traded on January 20. Hongkong Telecom ended at 

$7.50 yesterday after trading between $7.40 and $7.80 
with bids up to $7.90. Markings were massi 
topped the 10 most actives list by value. 


£. 


In terms of capitalisation, Hongkong Telec.m now has 
the largest market capitalisation in the ter story, dwarf- 
img previous giant Hongkong and Sha’ ghai Banking 
Corp. 


Cable and Wireless pic and Hongkong Telecom chair- 
man, Sir Eric Sharp, said that the merger was the result 
of the growing inter-relationship between Hongkong 
Telephone and Cable and Wireless in Business activity 
and technology. 


“Hongkong is an integral part of the Cable and Wireless 
group's .egional and gjobal strategy, and an important 
link om the digital highway of international communica- 
tions,” he said. 


As part of the company's investment programme several 
projects which involve the installation of optic fibre links 
linking the southern part of China with Hongkong are 
underway to meet the demand for telecommunications 
services within the next [5 years. The link will be 
extended further to Japan, Korea, the rest of Southeast 
Asia, the US, and Europe. 


Sir Enc said that this would help consolidate Hongkong's 
position as a leading telecommunications and financial 
centre not only im Asia. but also the world. 


He emphasize * that the new company would give Hon- 
gkong people the opportunity to be more involved in a 
broader based telecommunications industry. 


EAST ASIA 4 


“Certainly, there is a great adventage in having a widely 
based local ownership. Hongkcxig Telecom's continuing 
investment programme is an example of our confidence 
in the future stability of Hongkong.™ he said. 


Hongkong Telecom and its subsidianes will continue to 


— TV License Bidder Eyes Intermediate 
$$400030 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 29 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] Hutchison Cablevision (HCV) will study the pos- 
sibility of using intermediate frequencies in its live 
broadcast coverage if it 1s awarded the licence to operate 
the first cable television service. 

This was because there were no more frequencies left on 
the existing microwave spectrum, Mr James Snelling, an 
engineering consultant with HCV, said yesterday. 

He said the licencee would have to find an alternative to 
standard microwave relays to keep its promise to pro- 
duce “real live broadcast”. 


07310 


C&W, Li Ka-Shing Telecom Deal Reportedly in 
Offing 


55400029 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 2 Feb 88 p i 





[Article by Howard Winn] 


[Excerpts] Cable and Wireless pic and Li Ka-shing were 
likely to complete a deal in the telecommunications field 
by the end of the year, according to Sir Eric Sharp, 
chairman of the Brntish communications giant. 


Sir Enc declined to be specific about the possible areas of 
co-operation between the two giants and said only that it 
would be in telecommunications. 


“We see every of co-operation and | would 


‘bili , 
not be surprised if by the end cf this current year there 
might be some evidence of that co-operation,” he said. 
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Speculation of co-operation between the two organiza- 
tions has been mife since September when Mr Li 
announced his companies had bought a 4.9 per cent 
stake in Cable and Wireless pic. 


Sir Eric ruled out the quesiton of a seat on the board fer 
Mr Li or hus representatives and added there had been no 
requests. 


Asked if he would object to Mr Li increasing his stake in 
Cable and Wireless pic, Sir Enc said: “I would not be 
unhappy if he did, ~« ‘he basis that the law permits 
individual sharechold. of not more than 15 per cent.” 


But he said there was no question cf Mr L: attempting to 
take cuntrol given the /cgal restriction of up to 15 per 
cent, introduced by the British Government when the 
company was privatised. 


Hongkong Telecommunications 1s the holding company 
of Hongkong Telephone and Cable and Wireless (Hong- 


kong). ard 1s now Hongkong’s largest listed company 
with a market capitalisation of $72 billion which is more 


than twice that of Hongkong Bank. 


Al present the company is 80 per cent owned by its 
parent, Cable and Wireless pic, with the Government 
holding |! per cent and the public nine per cent. 


Sir Eric expected the Government's stake to be floated 
this year once market conditions had stabilised. 


Plans to float the stake were shelved following the 
October stock market crash. 


Under the terms of the merger Hongkong Telephone 
shareholders received two shares in the new company 
and a warrant for every Hongkong Telephone share. 


Sir Eric agreed one of the reasons behind the merger of 
the two companies was to establish a Hongkong identity 
in the years leading up to 1997 when Hongkong reverted 
to China 


It had been widely suggested the Chinese Government 
would not be happy at the prospect of the territory's 
communications remaining under the control of an 
essentially British company. 


Commenting on British Telecom's ambition to operate a 
second telecommunications network in Hongkong, Sir 
Enc said: “You have an extraordinary combination of 
high excellence, consumer satisfacuon and competitive 
rates. We know of no other administration in the world 
in which you have a city state «with alternative net- 
works.” 


07310 


JAPAN 


NASDA Launches Telecommunications Satellite 
55600020 OW 191049 Tokyo KYODO in English 
1036 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] Tanegashima, Kagoshima Pre., F «>. 19 Kyodo— 
The National Space Development Agency of Japan 
(NASDA) launched a sophisticated communications sat- 
cline Friday at 7:05 p.m. using its recently perfected 
three-stage H-I rocket. 


The new communications satellite, CS3A, separated 
from the H-I rocket 26 minutes after launch. It is 
scheduled to be pul into geostationary orbit roughly 
36,000 kilometers above the equator on February 21. 
and begin operations as a communications relay plat- 
form in the middle of May. 


The CS3A is a cylindrical satellite weighing about 550 
kilograms, measuring 2.18 meters in diameter and 2.43 
meters in length. Meant as a follow-on to the Sakura 2 
currently in orbit, the CS3A is expected to have a 
seven-year life span. 


The new satellite is equipped with |2 transponders 
giving it 1.5 times the transmission capability of the 
Sakura 2. In telecommunications terms, this is the equiv- 
alent of 6,000 telenhone circuits. 


In addition, the CS3A is equipped with the first high- 
power conversion gallium arsenide solar cells ever fitted 
to a satellite, and it has improved battenes that will allow 
it to Operate mm the earth's shadow so that it can provide 
24-hour communications service. 


The new satellite, which cost 11.5 billion yen to fabricate, 
boasts a Japanese technology ratio of 80 percent. When 
the rocket and tracking costs are included, the total cost 
of launching the satellite comes to 27.17 billion yea. 


From the middie of May, the CS3A is «cheduled to begin 
service aS @ Communications and broadcasting satellite 
mainly serving government agencies such as the 
National Police Agency and the National Land Agency 
It will also serve several private companies, including 
Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. (NTT). 


NTT plans to route long-distance calls through the 
satellite when circuits are overloaded, while companies 
such as NEC Corp. and Fujitsu Lid. plan to conduct 
employee education using the satellite as a relay 


In addition, the Japan Railways Group plans to establish 
an earthquake detection system on the Shinkansen (bul- 
let train) line running from Tokyo to th« northeastern 
part of Japan using a circuit of the CS3A 
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The new communications satellite was orginally sched- 
uled to be launched on February |, but had to be delayed 
when faulty integrated circuits were discovered in the 
H-I launch rocket. 


07310 


New Satellite Placed on Geostationary Orbit 
55600018 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0720 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] Tsukuba, Ibaraki Pref, 21 Feb (KYODO)}—Jap- 
anese space scientists successfully placed the Japanese 
Sakura 3A communications satellite on a circular geosta- 
tionary orbit, a key step to put it on a geostationary orbit, 
Sunday afternoon after firing a small rocket aboard it. 


{9604 


NTT Wants Own Communications Satellite 
55600019 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0721 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, 21 Feb (KYODO)}—Nippon Telegraph 
and Telephone Corp. [NTT] wants to launch its own 
communications satellite in the future, because Japan's 
“Sakura 3A” satellite, put into orbit Sunday, is too 
expensive, informed sources said. 


Sakura 3A, the latest in a series of Japanese-developed 
communications satellites, 1s equipped with costly tran- 
sponders—cach priced at 1.84 billion yen—while the 
U.S.-made counterpar's to be used by NTT's competi- 
tors cost about |.2 billion yen each, the sources said. 


Japan Communications Satellite Co. and Space Commu- 
nications Co., both set up 3 years ago as NTT's rivals 
when Japan's telecommunicaticns industry was liberal- 
ized, plan to launch two Amencan satellites cach next 
year aboard foreign rociets. 


In addition, their U_S.-made satelistes will be usable for 
10 years, whit> Sakura 3A can be used for only 7 years, 
they said 


As a result, the sources said NTT has requested that the 
govcrmment’s space development committee review 
Japan's current communications satellite development 
programs based on the Sakura series. 


The request likely means that NTT has expressed its 
policy of having its own satellites after Sakura 3A, 
depending on the governm:nt's future moves, they sa.d. 


The committee is now reviewing its space development 
policy guidelines with regard to putting communications 
and broadcasting satellites on a private and commercial 
basis, officials at the Science and Technology Agency 
said 


EAST ASIA 


The officials said the agency now favors the commercial- 
ization of the satellites, meaning private circles would 
bear all necessary expenses because of the lack of state 
funds. 


But other government officials, including those at the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications, expressed 
caution about sxech a policy, saying Japanese satellite 
makers with weak technological backgrounds might be 
unable to compete with their foreign counterparts. 


They also warned that Japan would suffer a loss if it had 
no home-made satellites in the future. 


/9604 
THAILAND 


Thailand: Satellite Procurement, Development 
Reviewed 

55004302 Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in 
Thai 20-26 Dec 87 pp 13-15 


[Article by Ongkhot: “Battle in the Sky, Thailand's 
Communications Satellite™] 


[Text] On | October 1987, the Ministry of Communica- 
tions issued a statement urging the private sector to 
invest in putting a Thai communications satellite into 
orbit for use in domestic communications. The Ministry 
of Communications will grant a 30-year concession. The 
company granted the concession will have to put this 
satellite into orbit within 5 years after signing the con- 
tract (which is expected to take place on 15 July 1988). 


Domestic satellite communications, with private compa- 
nies granted the concession for launching the satellite, 
includes telephone, telegraph, telex, radic facsimile, tel- 
ctype, date communications, radio, and television. Al 
present, the units responsible fo:  roviding there ser- 
vices are the Communications Authority of Thailand 
and the Telephone Organization of Thailand. 


I must compliment Mr Siphum Suknet, the new under 
secretary of communications, who has devoted himself 
to satellite communications ever since he served as the 
director-general of the Post and Telegraph Department, 
and Police Maj Gen Suchat P?uaksakon, his successor as 
director-general, who continued this work. As a result of 
their efforts, domestic satellite communications took 
form. Color Television Channel 7 invested more than 
300 millon baht to build satellite relay ground stations 
in more than 10 provinces. It rents signal relay equip- 
ment, or transponders, of the Indonesian Palapa sateliste 
for $750,000, or approximately 19.5 million baht a year. 
But it has gotten its investment back and made a profit 
The unit that then saw the value of satellite communi- 
cations was Supreme Command Headquarters. It built 
several fixed and mobile ground stations. Later on, the 
army, navy, air force, Ministry of Interior, 
Department, and Telephone Organization of Thailand 
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built ground stations. In 1982 the Post and Telegraph 
Department received permission tc build a master 
ground station for use by all the government units. 


While the Post and Telegraph Department was develop- 
ing domestic satellite communications, the Communica- 
tions Authority of Thailand, or CAT, which inherited 
international satellite communications from the Post 


CAT was interested in using the Intelsat satellite of the 
international Satellite Communications Organization 
for technical reasons and for the benefits to be gained. 
Another reason that has cot been made public is that it 
did not want to have to rent the Palana satellite through 


the minister decided to divide Thai satellite communi- 
cations into two systems, that 1s, to use the Palapa 
satellite, for which the Post and Telegraph Derartment 
was made responsibiec, and to use the Intelsz: satellite, 
for which the CAT was made responsibie. 


system, which is operated by the CAT. 


From 1983 to the present, a period of 5 years, looked at 


1-2 years. We were supposed to purchase Indonesia's 
Palapa 2 satellite, which had strayed out of its orbit 
releasing the satellite 


f 
as 


because of an error 


EAST ASIA 


agreement be signed in view of the fact that what had 
been proposed was impossible in terms of both moncy 
and impiementation' 


Unlike what the “dream salesman™ politician once said, 
it 18 NOL Casy to pul a communications satellite into orbit. 
This requires much preparation. The preparations can 
take 5 years or more. The difficult stages that take time 
include the following: 


Union, or ITU, and coordinate things with the Interna- 
tional Satellite Communications zation, or In.el- 
sat. At an ITU meeting held in 1977 (WARC 77), which 
Police May Gen Suchat attended as Thailand's represen- 
tative, Thailand received permission to use a slot at 
longitude 74 degrees cast on condition that this satellite 
be a direct broadcast satellite, or DBS. It must use a 
frequency of 14/11 GHz, or the Ku band. In requesting a 
slot, the country making the request must have a definite 
program. it must inform the member countries 2 years in 
advance and begin operations within 5 years. Countnes 
can't reserve slots and then do nothing. 


2. Coordinating things with and obtaining approval from 
the neighboring countries within the radio wave cone 
from the satellite. In the case cf Thailand's communica- 
tions satellite, this will include Malaysia, Singapore. 
Indonesia, Burma, India, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambo- 
dia. Negotiations with some of these countries may 
prove to be very difficult, particularly, India, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Leos, and Cambodia. As for India, there is an 
old saying, “If you meet an Indian and a snake, hit the 
Indian first.” That probably still apphes. Indonesia, will 
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China, Japan, and the Soviet Union. The countries that 


Let's look again at the communications satellite program 
of the Ministry of Communications and try to determine 
how feasible this 1s. If the senior people in the ministry. 
particularly Under Secretary Siphum, who is an expert in 
the field of satellite communications and who once ran 
for the position of director of Intelsat, read this, they 
should get some new ideas: 


1. Those thinking about investing in this will have to 
think hard about this, because this will require 
imvestment of about !0 bilhon baht. (There must be 
satellites in orbit, one that 1s in operation and one 
And there must be a spare satellite on the ground 
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Even though the Ministry of 
offered a 30-year concession as an inducement, the work 
life of a communications satellite is only 10 years even 
though much progress has been made on the technolog- 
ical freat. During those 30 years, the concessionaire will 
have to put two more sets of satellites into orbit. Each of 
these sets of satellites will require the same amount of 
investment capital and the same preparations. 


You don't have to use economics to figure this out. The 
investment will cost about 10 bilhon baht The transpon- 
ders in cach set of satellites will cost about 26.5 million 
baht a year If the company can rent out all the transpon- 
ee en ee ee 
customers likely to rent the tronsponders include the 

television channels (including Channel | | of the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare), the Communications Authonty 
of Theland (thi tome, won't be able to rent the 


and government unv’s such as channels 5 and 


must stap renting the Intelsat and Palapa satellites and 
rent Thailand's communications satellite insicad 


But st should not be forgotten that this cabinet resolution 
1s not absolutely binding on the government units and 
State enterprises. There have been many instances m 
which the cabinet has reviewed or rescinded a resoiution. 
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Concerning the slot, even though 11 was stated above that 
Thailand received permission m 1977 to use a slot at 


longytude 74 degrees cast, it should not be forgotten that 
the sateline 


| 


use the slot previously authorized” Has the Ministry 
Communications taken any action on this” 
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| hope that Under Secretary Siphum, who has always 
been very progressive mm his thinking, will consider the 
things “iscussed here. If a program docs not seem to be 
feasible, u should be canceled or the focus should be 
changed. If an invitation 1s rssued and the program can‘! 
be carned out, that *s just 2 waste of time and effort 


This will probably not happen if Under Secretary 
Siphum telephones Mr Mahidol, the director-general of 
the Post and Telegraph Department, before taking action 
instead of using the ministry's transportation techno- 
crats as was done im the past. The Post and Teiegrarh 


EAST ASIA 


Department, the Communications Authonty of Tha- 
land. and the Teicphone Organization of Thasland all 
have lerge human -esources from the lowest level to the 
doctorate levei. Tclecommunications or postal matters 
should be entrusted to people who have knowledge about 
and experience mm such matters Ths will yield more 
valuable results. If ut os felt that tae CAT and TOT should 
not become involved im policy maticrs because they are 
State enterprises, the ministry should use the Post and 
Telegraph Departmen: as rts mg at hand jus’ as 1s done in 
many other countnes 


11943 
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JAMAICA 


Public Broadcasting Unit Named To Expedite 
Divestment 

55400031 Bridgetown CANA in English 

1509 GMT 15 Jan 88 


[Text] Kingston, February 15—The Jamaica Govern- 
ment has announced the formation of a special unit to 
expedite the establishment of a new Public Broadcasting 
Service (PBS), which will run state-owned radio and 
television. 


LATIN AMERICA 10 


Minister of State for Information ow, a said 
Carey Robinson, the ro amaica 
Broadcasting Corporation (JBC), will from Monday 
head the PBS unit. 

The Edward Seaga government is planning to divest JBC 
and grant licences for new radio and television stations 
here. The PBS will have responsibility for public affairs 
broadcasting. 

Meantime, Grange announced that Ulric Simmonds, a 
retired GLEANER newspaper politics writer and now 
consulting editor of the JBC, has been appointed to act 
as the corporation's general mazager. 

07310 
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BANGLADESH 


Paper Gives Details on BSS-TASS 
55500070 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
21 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] An agreement for exchange of news between the 
Bangladesh national news agency, BSS and the Soviet 
news agency Tass, was signed in Dhaka on Monda 


morning, reports BSS. 


Mr Mahbubul Alam Chief Editor and Managing Direc- 
tor of the BSS, and the Soviet Ambassador in Bangla- 
desh, Mr. V. G. Bliaev, signed the agreement at the BSS 
office. 


< 


Board of Directors, K. G. Mohiuddin, were present. 


Tass correspondent in Bangladesh Mr. Konstantin G. 
Yarovoi, and officials of Soviet embassy were also 


present. 


The Information Minister expressed his satisfaction over 
the signing of the agreement, which, he said, would bring 
the two friendly countries still closer to each other. He 
described the agreement as “important” and said this 
would help forge greater understanding and amity 
between the Soviet Union and Bangladesb. 


Mr. Zahid said Bangladesh valued its ties with the Soviet 
Union and expressed happiness on behalf of the govern- 
ment as well as of President H. M. Ershad at the 
conclusion of the agreement between the national news 
agencies of the two countries. 


In this context, the Information Minister lauded the 
understanding shown by the Soviet people, the govern- 
ment and the Communist Party leaders of the recent 
political developments in Bangladesh. He also appreci- 
ated the objectivity with which the Soviet media covered 
these developments. 


The Soviet Ambassador, in his remarks, described the 
agreement as a “positive step” toward greater coopera- 
tion in the field of news and information between two 
countries. 


He said the exchange of news between the news agencies 
of the two countries would enable the two sides to know 
each other better. This would have a positive impact on 
the over-all friendly ties between two countries, he said. 


Mr. Mahbubul Alam said the BSS-Tass agreement would 
usher in a new era of cooperation between the two 
national news agencies as well as in the relations between 
the two countries. 


/09599 
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INDIA 


Remote Sensing Satellite Airlifted to Soviet Union 
55500072 Madras THE HINDU in English 
25 Jan 88 p 4 


[Text] Bangalore, Jan. 24. The Indian Remote Sensing 


the satellite and the satellite will be mated to the rocket 
carrier. The satellite is slated for a mid-March launch 
aboard the Soviet Vostok launch vehicle from the Bai- 
konur cosmodrome, the ISRO said. 


Earlier, at the ISRO Satellite Centre here, the satellite, it 


ann 


ry, soils, water resources, minerals and geology. 
The satellite, it was siated, incorporates a number of 


well as to receive and process the satellite data have also 
been installed and tested for readiness to take part in the 
IRS mission. 
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Prof. U. R. Rao, Chairman, ISRO, and Secretary, 
Department of Space, who witnessed the transportation 
operations of the satellite, said the IRS satellite was a 
milestone in the ISRO programme which will enable the 
ISRO to provide remote sensing of natural resources to 
the nation on an operational basis. it would aid impor- 
tant applications such as ground water potential map- 
ping, drought management, urban land use, wasteland 
mapping, deforestation studies, etc. 


/09599 


India To Use Soviet Commercial Satellite Launch 
Service 


BK110655 Dethi Domestic Service in English 
0630 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] India has become the first country to avail of the 
Soviet Union's commercial baunch service. It has agreed 
to pay 75 million rupees for the launch of the Indian 
Remote Sensing Satellite [IRS] scheduled for next Thurs- 
day. Official sources said in New Delhi that the agree- 
ment with the USSR includes the guarantee for accuracy 
in the orbit into which the IRS will be placed, the first in 
a series of similar satellites. The IRS is expected to circle 
over the poles at a height of 904 km. In case IRS failed to 
perform the mission after it was placed in orbit, the 
Soviet Union shall consider the possibility of providing a 
repeat launch. 


#0950 


Delhi Reports of First Satellite 
BK170925 Dethi Domestic Service in English 
0850 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Text] India’s first operational remote sensing satellite, 
IRS-1A, hurtled into orbit seconds after its launch from 
the Baykonur Cosmodrome in the Soviet Union shortly 
after 1230 Indian Standard Time. The Indian ambassa- 
dor in the Soviet Union, Mr T.N. Kaul, and Gnavco- 
smos Chairman Mr Aleksandr Dunayev were among 
those present et the launching ceremony. The 980-kg 
satellite is expe.ted to take its scheduled slot in space in 
about a month's time. The satellite is to go through 
several sensitive postlaunch maneuvers before being 
placed in the polar synchronous orbit. 


Today's launching marks India’s firm strides in the space 
technology as it joins the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Japan, and France, which ty ~~ 
this weight class. The launching also highlights the 
satellite design and development capabilities built by 
ISRO [India Space Research Organization] since the 
launching of the country's first satellite Aryabhata in 
April 1975. 


The payload system aboard IRS-1A constitutes sophisti- 
cated cameras to collect data, which will be of immense 
use in agriculture, forestry, and environmental tech- 
nology. 


NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA 


Satellite Sends First Image 
BK200935 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 20 Mar 8&8 


[Text] The Indian remote sensing satellite, IRS-1A, 
which was put into orbit on Thursday [17 March], is 
moving toward its allotted slot in space. Indian Space 
Rescarch Organization sources in Bangalore said today 
the 975 kg satellite, which is receiving its electrical 


The satellite, which is in fine shape, has beamed back the 
first photographic image covering a strip of land extend- 
ing from the Himalayas to Kanyakumari. 


Further on Successful Satellite Launch 
BK171626 Dethi Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Text] The country's first operational remote sensing 
satellite IRS-1A, which went into orbit today, has been 
successfully tracked by all the ground stations. 


They are receiving telemetry data from the satellite. The 
spacecraft is now circling the earth over the poles at a 
height of 904 km, taking 103 minutes for cach orbit. 


An ISRO [Indian Space Research Organization] release 
says the two side-mounted solar panels automatically 
opened out soon after the launch. The panels are main- 
taining the temperature within the stipulated limits. 


The indigenously built 975-kg satellite was shot into 
space following a magnificent launch by the Soviet 
Vostok rocket from the Baykonur Cosmodrome shortly 
after 1213 Indian Standard Time. 


The launch was witnessed, among others, by the Indian 
ambassador to the Soviet Union, Mr T. M. Kaul, the 
chairman of the Indian Space Commission; Professor 
U.R. Rao; and the Glavkosmos chairman, Mr Aleksandr 
Dunayev. The satellite is to go through several post- 
launch maneuvers and is expected to take its scheduled 
slot in space in about a month's time. 


The 65-crore-rupee IRS-1A is the heaviest satellite to be 
built by India. It is designed to operate for a minimum of 
2 years and will fly over the same point of earth once in 
22 days. The satellite carries three self-scanning cameras 
that will take pictures in four different colors. 


The orbit of the satellite will be continuously adjusted tu 
ensure that all imageries are taken everyday around 
1025. The data collected by the satellite will be of 
immense use in agriculture, forestry, geology, and 
hydrology. Besides the earth station near Hyderabad, a 
set of five regional remote sensing service centers have 
been set up to receive images and data from the satellite. 
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The prime minister has described ihe successful launch- 
ing of the satellite as a major milestone in India’s remcte 
sensing program. Making a statement in both the houses 
of parliament, Mr Rajiv Gandhi said India now becomes 
the fifth nation of the world after the United States, the 
Soviet Union, France, and Japan to have accomplished 
the remote sensing of the earth resources from space. 


The prime minister's announcement of the successful 
launching vas cheered by the members with the thump- 
ing of desks. He extended his heartiest congratulations to 
the team of scientists, engineers, and supporting staff, 
whose dedicated efforts over the last 5 years have 
brought this great success to the nation. 


India Plans To Launch Microwave K emote 
Satellite 


BK 1211626 Dethi Domestic Service in Engiish 
1530 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] India plans to launch the sophicticated microwa- 
veremote sensing satellite by 1993-94. The chairman of 
the space commission, Dr U.R. Rao, told newsmen in 
Stow Duct Ghat pociieinany wads ben cheendy tama ia 
this complex area of space technology. Dr Rao said 
negotiations are on for joint launch facilities to minimize 
expenditure. 


#1995 


Xinhua: India Develops Electronic Satellite Filters 
HK110830 Hong Kong XINHUA in English 
0540 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] New Dethi, March 10 (XINHUA)—Indian scien- 
tists have succeeded in Developing electronic filters for 
satellites, which India used to rely on imports, local press 
reported today. 


The lightweight filter “ mua demux” is made of invar, an 
alloy of iron and nickel. Machined in sections and plaid 
with silver before assembly, the filter has a low coeffi- 
cient of expansion. 


The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has 
decided to use 40 indigenous filters in the second gener- 
ation Indian National Satellite System (INSAT-II) series 
of satellites, according to sources from the National 
Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL), which developed the 
filter in collaboration with ISRO in Bangalore of Karna- 
taka State. 


The filters will help save 50 million rupees (3.85 million 
U.S. dollars) in foreign exchange per satellite, the sources 
said. 


#6976 
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India: 8 Earth Communication Stations Brought 
On-Line 


BK 190926 Dethi Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Eight earth stations set up by the Department of 


to a press release, 42 more such stations will come up in 
remote areas in the north-eastern region, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, and Lakshadweep. Estimated to cost 50 
crore rupees, the stations will communicate via INSAT-1 
B with other places in the country. The department has 
also undertaken telecom development in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. 


cee SONGS SERNA Seeeteeas 


55500071 Madras THE HINDU in English 
23 Jan 88 p 3 
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Mr. Subramanian told THE HINDU that HTL believed 
in Hi-tech product of hi-quality which alone would 
ensure customer satisfaction. 


With a sales turnover of over Rs. 19 crores, HTL was 
now paying greater attention to producing products in 
tne area of data communications. The company would 


be participating in the Department of Telecom's tender 
for Packet Switching network. 


/09599 
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IRAN 


Earth Satellite Station Becomes 
NC130700 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
0430 GMT 13 Mar 88 


ext] Yazd Satellite Station—The earth satellite station 
or Network Two of the Vision of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in Yazd has become operational. According to the 
Central News Unit, the station began functioning with 
the efforts of the maintenance and repair unit for FM 
and television transmitters of the Yazd Center to pro- 
vide better audio and video reception on the occasion of 
the Holy Prophet's Mab‘as anniversary. 
#0661 
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Foreign Ministry Protests VOA Broadcasts 
LD291534 Moscow TASS in Engiish 
1527 GMT 29 Feb 88 


[Text] Moscow, February 29 TASS—The Soviet Foreign 
Ministry today declared a strong protest to the US. 
Embassy in Moscow over the dramatically increased 
subversive thrust of the U.S. government-run radio 
service Voice of America’s broadcasts to the Soviet 
Union lately. 


Among other things, these broadcasts have been crudely 
tions about the growth of nationalist sentiment in the 
Baltic republics of the Soviet Union and expressing U_S. 
support for forces that do not accept the sociai system in 
this country. 


The broadcasts can only be described as flagrant inter- 
ference in the domestic affairs of these republics and the 
Soviet Union and as hostile action aiming to undermine 
the friendship of the peoples of the Soviet Union and its 
national-state arrangement. 


They have been obviously at odds with the spivit of 
understandings reached in December 1987 ir Washing- 
ton during a Soviet-U.S. summit there ane directed at 

onatel ' sity j seston 


Act and norms of international law. 


The Soviet Foreign Ministry, protesting strongly over 
these V.O.A. broadcasts, noted that such broadcasts 
contradict the goal of preventing confrontation and 
the US. 


The United States, where the rights of national minon- 
ties are flouted so arrogantly and where racism and 
discrimination of the indigenous ion are ram- 
pant, is in no position to teach democracy and harmo- 
nious relations between nationalities to other nations. 


SOVIET UNION is 


PRAVDA Reader Hits VUA for False Allegations 
Against USSR 


PRAVDA in Russian on 26 Nov 87 on p 5, under the 
title “It's Dishonorable, Gentlemen,” publishes a letter 
to the editor on VOA's 


0817 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Moscow March 25 TASS—The first live TV link 
between Moscow ard Bonn, which started today imme- 
diately after the midnight in Moscow and ended when 11 
wes midnight in Bonn, was devoted to Sovict-West 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS In addition, the Europeans and Japanese differ on the 

number of lines on the screen: 1,250 lines for the 

European HDTV, |.125 for the Japanese. The only point 

CCIR Te Consider European Proposal for HDTV on which they agree is the screen size (16/9), which is 


36980 143a Paris AFP SCIENCES in French of movie umages. 
26 Now 87 p 35 
9294 
[Article: “Official Recognition of the European HDTV 
Standard” ] EC Interconnection Networking Plan Advancing 
COSINE Geals 
[Text] On 20 November, in Paris, we learned from a = § 500.4030 Brussels IES NEWS (COSINE HELPS 


source in the industry that the European high-definition RESEARCHERS COMMUNICATE insert) in English 





at an interim CCIR meeting held in Geneva on 2-18 

a OS) Senso See [Excerpts] Hundreds of thousands of researchers in 
nized the existence of a second HDTV standard, concur- as ae 7 Cie ol agg oe ion 
rently with the standard proposed by Japan and the — becomes ever more apparent. Networks must be harmo- 
United States. nised, equipment standardised and new services created. 


Italy and Belgium) be considered as a proposed world should work as casily with his colleague in Valencia as 
standard,” Mr Jean Caillét, general manager of Thom- _ with his neighbour next door. The environment of data 
son International, v ho attended the meeting, told the communications services that COSINE wishes to estab- 
AFP [French News Agency] lish. 1s based upon the international standards [SO/OSI 
ard recommendations of the CCITT. OSI stands for 
Even though HDTV transmitters and sets to the Euro §§ Open Sytem ‘nterconnection. The computer communi- 
pean standard are not expected to be used betore 1992 cations services will as much as possible apply common 
this first recognition from the CCIR is important at this — carner services and commercially available products. 
time, as it supports the used by TV-SAT and 
TDF-1. Actually, the standard the future HDTV is fulfills more purposes than just providing a 


ESPRIT 
Europe and most of the world are using 50-Hz current. software supply industry needs to provide comprehen- 
Conversion from one frequency to the other is extremely sive marketing and maintenance support to these new 
complex. customers. 
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By serving this dual goal, COSINE reflects the general 
objective of all EUREKA projects, to improve the com- 
petitiveness of Europe's industnes by means of industn- 
al, technological and sciemific cooperation. 
COSINE's Job ia Progress 


COSINE aims at new operational communication ser- 
vices and a common infrastructure as quickly as possi- 
ble. Therefore, it is uniting governments, standardisa- 
tion bodies, users of computer networks and the 
With OSI Standards Systems Talk to Each Other 


To set standards is a first step, to apply them in products 
and services is a second one. COSINE closely monitors 
the European standardisation bodies CEPT [European 
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interactive data communications infrastructure (X_ 3. 
X.28, X.29) 
file transfer and access management (FT AM) 


i 
; 
: 











Nicholas K. Newman, John Beale (project officer) 
Commission of the European Communities 
Directorate-general XIII, Office A25-7/13 

Rue de la Loi 200 B-1049 Brussels (Belgium) 


Telephone: +32 2 235 5976 
Telex: 21877 COMEU B 
Telefax: +32 2 235 0655 


EMail: Nicholas Newman EuroKom 


For more information on COSINE, subscribe to the 
bimonthly newsletter IES NEWS, with its special 
COSINE section published on behalf of the COSINE 
Policy Group, with the support of the Commission of the 
European Communities at: 


IES NEWS 

Mr. P. Popper 

European Institute for Information Management 
13, Rue de Bragance 

L-1255 Luxembourg 


WEST EUROPE 


Contribution for IES NEWS-COSINE section will be 
welcomed by- 


WERNER & THOOLEN 

W.G. Plein 232 

1054 SE Amsterdam 

The Netheriands 

Telephone: +31 20 185 191 

Telex: 10611 AOC NL 

EMail: Marcel Werner WAT EuroKom 


Telephone +31 20 592 9444 
Telex 10262 hef al 
Telefax +31 20 592 5155 





21 


Tramsatiantic Links 
55004030 Luxembourg IES NEWS in English 


Dec 87 p 9 


JPRS TTP-88-004 
[Artucie by ' &. Newman of the EC's DG XIII, Brussels: 
“Rationalisa..a of Trans-Adlantic Links™] 
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itself. It has also recently reached an agreement with 
COS (Corporation for Open Systems), its American 
counterpart, io coordinate their activities. 


In addition to the standardization of testing methods for 
office and factory automation systems, SPAG now wants 
to develop tools for testing (ruture) broadband networks. 
To that end it seeks to set up a consortium including the 
PTT’s and manufacturers and users who are not yet 
involved in SPAG. Thus, the group seems not to be 
waiting for the creation of the European Telecommuni- 
cations Standards Institute as was proposed by the 
European Commission in last summer's Green Paper. 


P. d’Oultremont, managing director of SPAG Services 
commented on the creation of the consortium to COM- 
PUTABLE’s Brussels correspondent: “At the moment 
negotiations are still under way. The major problem, 
however, is to find a fair and clearly defined balance 
between the PTT’s and the other participants.” SPAG 
will be able to take part in the RACE (Research and 
Development in Advanced Communication Technolo- 
gies in Europe) project, which was initiated by the EC 
and endowed with almost 1.5 billion guilders. 


Finding a balance between PTT’s and other participants 
also hampers the EC initiative to set up a European 
institute for telecommunications standards. During the 
debate on the Green Paper, ECTUA, the European 
Council of Telecommunications Users Associations, 
pointed out to the European Commission that it fears 
that the proposed voting ratio within the institute—50 
percent for the PTT's, 50 percent for users and indus- 
try—would be too much in favor of the PTT's: “This 
ratio will only confirm the PTT’s dominance in the 
standardization process... Users generally have fewer 
financial resources to ‘buy off votes.” 


The ETSI should start in March 1988, at least that is how 
it was initially planned. However, meeting this starting 
date ay be extremely difficuh because of internal 
disagreements (including the voting ratio mentioned 
above) and the shortage of highly qualified telecommu- 
nications specialists, which strongly hampers the recruit- 
ment of sufficiently skilled staff. The creation of a 
consortium by SPAG may however still put the EC (and 
the parties involved) under pressure to meet the March 
deadline. 


Although the SPAG initiative will fall within the scope of 
the RACE program, it will probably not belong to the 
initial series of projects already selected by the EC and to 
be made public this month. The second RACE round 
seems to be more likely. SPAG will have to consider how 
to transfer the achievements of narrowband communi- 
cations to broadband applications (with transmission 
speeds of up to 2 megabits per second) using the existing 
standards. 


WEST EUROPE 


After more than a year of discussions at various levels, 
the directors of SPAG and COS International from 
McLean, Virginia, have just signed an agreement “to 
procedures in order to promote OSI/ISDN standards on 
an international scale.” For the same reason contacts 
have also been established with the Japanese POSI 
[Promotion Conference of OSI] group. SPAG has cre- 
ated another link with America by obtaining the contract 
for the supply of tools for testing (free of charge) prod- 
ucts that will be demonstrated at next June's Baltimore 
Enterprise Network Event (ENE’88). This show will be 
sponsored by the MAP/TOP users association. 


After the fair SPAG will offer the testing tools to those 
who intend to implement the MAP 3.0 standard in 
hardware and software. These testing tools were devel- 
oped in an ESPRIT project involving manufacturers and 
users such as BMW, British Acrospace, and Peugeot. The 
actual development was carried out at the German 
Fraunhofer Institute and the British Networking Center. 


[Box, p 8] 
Important Expansion 


SPAG Services has lost one shareholder but has won 
five. Thomson has dropped out because it wants to 
concentrate exclusively on telecommunications in 
nuclear and military applications, thus turning away 
from commercial applications. The French concern sold 
its shares tc Alcatel which joins the organization. In 
addition, SPAG earned another four quite important 
shareholders, the current numbers one and three of the 
computer industry, IBM and Digital Equipment Corpo- 
ration, as well as British Telecom and Hewlett-Packard. 
The group was founded in 1986 by Bull, ICL [Interna- 
tional Computers Limited], Nixdorf, Olivetti, Philips, 
Siemens, STET [Turin Telephone Company], and 
Thomson, and was joined later by AEG [General Electric 
Company], the French CGE [General Electricity Com- 
pany], and (the British) GEC and Plessey. 


25024 


UK Releases Funds for Eureka HDTV Project 
36980143b Paris AFP SCIENCES in French 
30 Dec 87 p 25 


[Article: “High-Definition Television: Rendezvous in 
1990") 


[Text] The British Ministry of Trade and Industry has 
just made 2.5 million pounds available for the European 
HDTV project, HDT Eureka, the British Embassy in 
Paris atinounced on 22 December. 


British experts, from the BBC and from LIBA (the 
agency which manages private television in Great-Bnit- 
ain) will play a major role in the first demonstration of 
the project, in September 1988 at the Int: national 
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Broadcasting Convention in Brighton. The goal of these 
demonstrations, the British Embassy indicated, is to 
have the HDT Eureka high-definition television system 
adopted by the United Nations International Radio 
Consultative Committee (CCIR), whose next meeting 
will take place in 1990. 


The Eureka 95 project was launched in July 1986, 
following a CCIR meeting in Dubrovnik (Yugoslavia), 2 
months earlier, when the Japanese had attempted to 
have their HIVision system adopted as an international 
standard for HDTV; thie project aims at continuing 
research in this field in order to strengthen the position 
of the European D2 Mac standard on the international 
scene. 


The Japanese HDTV system uses 60-Hz |, 1 25-line inter- 
laced scanning of the screen, offering a new image every 
30 seconds. It is fully compatible with, and uses the same 
format as 35-mm movies. The HIVision standard aims 
at compatibility with one third of all countries in the 
world, where electric current is transmitted at a fre- 
quency of 60 Hz; they include Japan, the United States 
and Canada. However, this technciogy is handicapped 
by the fact that it is incompatible with 40 percent of the 
TV sets used in these countries. 


9294 
France, FRG Sign Accords With China 


Alcatel Turnkey Equipment for Peking 
55002436b Paris ELECTRONIQUF ACTUALITES in 
French 22 Jan 88 p 7 


[Text] Alcatel NV has just signed in Beijing a compre- 
hensive contract worth FrS80 million with the Peking 
telecommunications administration (BTA) concerning, 
notably, expansion of the telephone network in the 
Chinese capital. 


The first part of the contract totalling Fr488 million, for 
which Alcatel CIT is the prime contractor, involves the 
turnkey installation of 10 additional “Alcatel E10” 
exchanges and |2 digital satellite centers representing a 
capacity of 155,000 heavy-traffic digital lines and 50,000 
additional traffic circuits. 


This equipment will be supplemented by digital trans- 
mitting equipment making it possible to develop the 
traditional telephone network into an integrated services 
digital network. 


in Beijing, 26 of the 29 digital exchanges operated by the 
[telecommunications} administration are French (Alca- 
tel) systems, including 24 “E10” exchanges. 


At the same time, on 29 December, the Cables 


de Lyon signed in Beijing an Fr92 million contract to 
supply telecommunications cables for the capital's net- 
work. 


WEST EUROPE 


Finally, Alcatel CIT's subsidiary specializing in direc- 
tional radio links, ATFH, has just been hired by the 
Chinese Postal and Telecommunications Ministry to put 


Siemens To Provide Know-How 
550024366 Paris AFP SCIENCES in French 
3 Dec 87 p $6 


This agreement in principle, part of the cooperation 
agreement signed between China and Siemens in 1985, 
was concluded during the Beijing visit of the president of 
the Board of Directoss, Kartheinz Kaske. Under it, a 


expects 
= with China in the 


Bosch of FRG to Buy Part of Jeumont Schneider 
of France 


French 15 Jan 88 9 6 





telephone industry 
DM 2.1 billion (for 18,000 employees). 





09805/09599 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


FRG Telecommunications Deregulation Planned 
for 1988 

5500mi163 Duesseldorf VDI NACHRICHTEN in 
German No 50, 11 Dec 87 p 1 


[Text] Duesseldorf, 11 Dec (VDI-N)}—Economic insta- 
bility has led the federal government to decide, among 
other things, to speed up the already planned markci 
opening and to so-called deregulati.n in the telecommu- 


Additional decisions regarding the liber- 
alization of the telecommunications market will be made 
during the first half of next year. 


The FRG Government also supports the EC Commis- 
sions policy. Early in December in London, Commis- 
sion Vice President Kari-Heinz Narjes, pointed out that 
the deregulation of the EC telecommunications market 
must be promoted in the course of the following year. At 
that time, the Green Paper guidelines which, according 
to Narjes are widely accepted by the EC member states 
and the industrial sector, will be gradually implemented. 


th didtin ts cancion Gadd to cad 
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Postal Service's telephone monopoly. The second sup- 
plier in the area of cellular radio that the Postal Service 
is willing to tolerate is scheduled to be determined this 
year in an open call for bids. 
Schwarz-Schilling made it clear in Hamburg that the 
Federal Postal Service, as part of its structural reforms, is 
willing to make all areas accessible to private initiative, 
aside from the cable-link communication infrastructure, 
where it will retain its monopoly. This is true first and 
foremost of communication via cellular radio networks 
and satelite systems, he said, where competition 
between the state communication authorities and pri- 
vate suppliers has proven worthwhile in other Western 
countnes. For private suppliers of communications ser- 
vices by satellite, Schwarz-Schilling sees opportunities in 
particular in those sectors of the economy that require 
flexible, radial communication links between a main 
office and various branches, such as in banking, insur- 
ance ~t even newspaper publishing. Innovative applica- 
tions are emerging in this area that are not offered—at 
least not comprehensively—by earth-based networks. 
The minister said, however, that the Federal Postal 
Service would open up services like video conferences, 
rapid facsimile transmission and data transmission in 
any form to private competitors only if they do not 
SS a rates), 

and if they abstain from using satellites to convey 
telephone conversations, thus undermining the postal 
monopoly in this area. Schwarz-Schilling felt, however, 
that this danger would decrease over the course of the 
next few years, since the Postal Service is planning to 
significantly lower its rates for long-distance calls. 
Schwarz-Schilling indicated that the Postal Service is 
willing to allow limited competition, in the form of a 
second network operator within the FRG, in the area of 
cellular radio (“autotelephone”). Although at present the 
Federal Postal Service is operating the old B network and 
the new C network on its own, the future digital, pan- 
European D network is to be operated by the Postal 
Service together with a private company. Assuming full 
coverage by both suppliers, the customer would then 
have the choice of using the Postal Service or the private 
network operator. Schwar::-Schilling announced ia 
Hamburg that the Postal Se:vice will shortly begin the 
process of inviting bids in uw der to determine this year 
who the second supplier of cellular radio services in the 
FRG will be. 


12271 
German Bundespost Slow on Telecommunications 


Deregulation 
$$00a028 Amsterdam COMPUTABLE in Dutch 
15 Jan 88 p 17 


(Unattributed article : 


“Bundespost Not Concerned 
About Green Paper’) , 


[Text] Stuttgart—Apparently West Germany still does 
not observe the scenario for deregulating the telecommu- 
nications market as described in the European Green 


House of Representatives will be necessary to open 


AEG, Nokia to Work ECR 
Alcatel, Jointly as 


550024406 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in 
German 19 Jan 88 p 20 


[Text] Stuttgart—Expecting that 10 million subscribers 
will use the coming European cellular radio network 
within the next 10 years, Alcatel NV, Brussels, AEG AG, 
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Minister for Science and Technology Sean McCarthy 
yesterday <aacscced a 3 million deal between the Euro- 
pean Space Agency (ESA) and the National Microclec- 
tronics Research Entre (NMRC) attached to University 
College, Cork. 


The centre in Cork will design, test and package inte- 
grated circuits to be used in satellites used for weather 
forecasting and communications. 


This is the first time Ireland has secured a contract of 
this nature since the country joined the ESA in 1974. 


Dr McCarthy said the NMRC had assembled vast expe- 
nence in the use of computer-aided design techniques to 


produce integrated circuits (microchips) and the new 
contract was in recognition of that achievement. 


The initial agreement with the ESA for its Irish centre, in 
Cork, was for a five year period, beginning this year, and 
would see about 3 million directly invested in the Cork 
centre. 


The immediate result would be the establishment of six 
new senior positions within the centre in Cork, together 
with back-up staff and equipment. That, said the Minis- 
ter, would be only the very beginning, because there was 
scope for expansion of the centre in the medium term. 


He said success in winning such contracts would inevi- 
tably led to a substantial expansion of the facility and 
provide high-tech jobs in Cork in the years ahead. 
The new facility would have the opportunity to get 
involve in additional, specialist, research contracts on 
behalf of contractors outside the ESA. 


The existence of the centre would enhance the Cork 


area’s image internationally as a centre of particular 
excellence in electronics technology. 


The Cork centre had been set up in 1981! as “a centre of 
excellence in microelectronics” and had grown rapidly in 
resources and reputation since then. Its performance had 
quite clearly im pressed the ESA considerably. 


/9274 
Transatlantic Optical Fiber Cable for Telecom 
Eireann 


$$500081 Dublin IRISH INDEPENDENT in English 
13 Jan 88 p 4 


[Text] Telecom Eireann yesterday announced it is mak- 
ing a 20 million investment in PTAT-1—the first pri- 
vately-funded transatlantic optical “bre telecom cabie. 


The cable which will land in Ireland will provide major 
telecommunications users here with direct 
high-quality digital links to both North American and 


Europe at competitive prices. 


WEST EUROPE 


It will enhance Ireland's existing seteliite links and sinks 
via transatlantic cable which land in Britain and conti- 
nental Europe. 

PTAT-1 is due in service in mid-1989. 


The lead function for the cable has been taken by Cable 
and Wireless (CAW), one of the world's largest interna- 
uonal telecommunications companies, in a joint venture 
with PTAT Systems Incorporated of the US. 


The cable will form a key link in a plan to establish a 


global digsta! highway linking the worid's mayor financial 
and business centres. 


This is of particular significance in the development of 
the new International Financial Services Centre at the 
Custom House Docks. Site in Dublin. 


Links via PTAT-1 can be extended across the US. and 2 
which will link North American to Japan by late 1989. 


Looking eastwards, digital links will be extended across 
the UK via Mercury Communications Lid. CAW's 


wholly-owned subsidiary. 


The PTAT project will complement Telecom Eireann'’s 

currently planned investment in optical fibre cable sys- 
tems, including a new cross-channei cable from Dublin 

so Holyhead, in portnershie wich British Telecom, which 

is due in service later this year. 

The PTAT-1 cable will link Brean, near Bristol, with 

Manusquan, New Jersey, with spurs to Ireland and 


landing point in Ireland will be Court- 
, Co Cork. 


z 











“It will also help to offset the imbalance arising from the 
large number of external services which will inevitably 
be available here im the years ahead”, he said. 


WEST EUROPE 


SWEDEN 


Sweden's Fully Digital Telecom Network 
55002027 Amsterdam COMPUTABLE in Dutch 
8 Jan 87 p 27 


[Article by Vincent Vreeken: “Seeden Is Now Commu- 
nicating Fully Digitally: Basis of ISDN Network Estab- 
lished”, first paragraph is COMPUTABLE introduction) 


[Text] Stockholm—Swedish Teiecom recently imaugu- 
rated a nationwide, fully digital telecommunications 
network. To achieve this, the Swedish Telecom invested 
about 7 bilhon Dutch guilders in the narrow-band com- 
munications network over the past five years. 


coaxial cables, all new long-distance lines will exclusively 
consist of fiber-optic cables. According to Swedish Tel- 








New 
55500073 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 


Home Minister Setup 


programme to make sure they are 
vaned. Approved applicants will then be invited to 
submit sealed tenders. 


WEST EUROPE 


Licences will run for eight years and control of stations 
will be restricted to companies within the EEC. No group 
will be allowed to own more than one national or six 
locai stations. Relgvous or politcal propaganda will not 
be permitted. 


Mr Hurd said: The key test which stations will have to 
pass, to obtain a licence to broadcast, is that of widening 
the range of consumer choice. They will have to live up 
to their promuses to their audsences if they want to keep 
these hoences.~ 


The Government envisages several hundred local and 
community stations. Frequencies for these will not be 
auctioned, but will be assigned by the new authority 
subject to local demand and wishes. These stations may 
aim to serve local audiences im whole or in part by 
offering specialist music or ethnic programming. 


All stations will be allowed to make their own transmit- 
ting arrangements. These are at present controlled by the 
IBA, using its 13! transmitters. 


100 non-commercial community stations could be ready 


The IBA will meet tomorrow to discuss the proposals. 
Options include offering to separate the radio division— 
which employs 20 people—to form the new Radio 


| 
| 
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But pressure on the Government to force the BBC to give 
up VHF frequencies instead has already begun. 


Mr Colin Walters, managing director of Piccadilly 
Radio in Manchester, said: “The frequencies the BBC 
is currently offering to relinquish provide inadequate 
population coverage. Uniess the Government forces 
iy ar on clades tenes utilis Gomme. te 
plan will fail.” 
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